Constitution of Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Incorporated
Beta Mu Chapter at The Ohio State University

Article I – Name
Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Incorporated, Beta Mu Chapter

Article II – Purpose
"The Development and Perpetuation of Scholarship, Leadership, Citizenship, Fidelity, and Brotherhood among Men," accomplished through the facilitation and promotion of programs that target academics, areas of sociability, cultural growth, and professional development.
Article III – Affiliation
Section 1 - This organization shall adhere to the regulations and constitution of the international organization of Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc. deferring to The Ohio State University when necessary.
Section 2 - This organization shall operate according to the regulations and policies of The Ohio State University, and the Constitution of the National Pan-Hellenic Council of The Ohio State University, and in compliance with all local, state, and federal laws.

Article IV – Nondiscrimination

This organization shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, gender, religion, age or handicap, military veterans, political party and sexual preference.
Article V - Membership

Section 1 - All officers and voting members of the organization shall be full-fee undergraduate or graduate students of The Ohio State University. Members shall participate and assist in the facilitation of the organization’s programs and events.

Section 2 - Part-time students of The Ohio State University, faculty, staff, and community members may be associate members but may not vote or hold office.

Section 3 - At least 51 % of the total membership shall be full-fee students.

Section 4 - New members will attend an inclusive introductory class established by the chapter.

Section 5 - Member, will be one who adheres to the organization’s and NPHC constitutions.

Section 6 - Members may be excused from formal meetings for cases of hardship.

Article VI -Meetings and voting rules

Section 1 - Quorum: To conduct business, the majority of the members must be present at the meeting.

Section 2 - Voting percentages: Motions dealing with the removal of officers will require a 2/3 majority vote of the total members present and eligible to vote. All voting procedures will adhere to the guidelines stated in Robert's Rules of Order.

Section 3 - Motions dealing with amendments will require a 2/3 majority vote of the total voting membership.

Section 4 - The President of this organization has the supreme power to start, call, and end all meetings.

Section 5 - The Sergeant of Arms has sole power to assure a quorum is maintained.
Section 6 - Parliamentarian authority: The constitution of this organization shall be the supreme authority of parliamentary procedure at all meetings. The By-laws of this organization shall be the next highest authority. Robert's Rules of Order shall be the parliamentary handbook used to conduct meetings except where it conflicts with the Constitution or the Bylaws.

Section 7 - Frequency of meetings: This organization shall meet at least ten times each quarter. The President or a 2/3 majority of the total voting officers may call emergency meetings. Written or verbal notice of the organizational meetings shall be given to all members at least seven days prior to such meetings. Written of verbal notice of special or emergency meetings shall be given to all members three days in advance.

Article VII – 0fficers

Section 1 - Elected 0fficers: The elected officers of this organization will be:

A. President

B. Vice President

C. Treasurer

D. Secretary 

E. Historian

F. Students at Large

Section 2 - Qualifications: All officers must be full-fee students at The Ohio State University, and must maintain a minimum 2.5 cumulative GPA.
Section 3 - Term of Office: An officer shall serve for one year from his/her swearing in, or until his/her successor is appointed or elected.

Section 4 - Duties: The duties of the officers shall be as follows:

A. The President:


1. Shall be the chief executive officer of the organization and shall 
preside over all meetings.

2. Shall submit the names of all officers of the organization to the Ohio Union Office no more than four weeks after the beginning of the fall quarter or within ten days of any election.


3. Shall submit additional information as it is required by the Ohio Union 
Office.

4. Shall develop and maintain relations with the University Administration and other entities which may affect the welfare and function of the organization.

5. Shall adhere to the regulations set forth by this constitution and the constitution of the international body of Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc.


6. May vote to make or break a 2/3 majority.

B. The Vice President

1. Shall assume the duties of the President during his/her absence and shall succeed to that position in the event that is becomes vacant during a term.


2. Serves as the administrator of the organization.

C. Treasurer
1. Will handle and balance the chapter account with the assistance of the chapter advisor.

2. Shall also report the status of the account at every meeting.

3. Will also bring a typed report for all members of the organization to view and archive for their own personal records.
D. Secretary

1. Shall take the minutes of every meeting.
2. Will present the minutes from the last meeting in a typed format for all the members.
3. Shall perform the duties requested by the President or Vice President when necessary.
E. Historian
1. Shall be present at the majority of the programs, events, and service activities.

2. Shall document all historical events for the organization.
F. Students at Large

1. Shall perform and maintain the necessary duties of the organization.

D. All the financial duties will be maintained by the organization, and the international body of Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc.

Article VIII - Elections

Section 1 - Types of elections: General elections will be held to replace officers whose terms are due to expire. Special elections shall be held when an office is vacated in midterm.
Section 2 - Nomination of candidates: A candidate for office must be nominated by a present member and seconded by another member during the second to last meeting of spring quarter in the case of general elections.
Section 3 - Time of elections: General elections shall be held during the last meeting of spring quarter and Special elections shall be held as necessary.

Section 4 - Form of vote: All elections shall be by secret ballot.

Section 5 - 2/3 of the total voting membership must be present for elections.

Article IX - Removal of officers

Section 1 - All officers may be subject to removal from office by recall or impeachment.

Section 2 - Grounds for removal: Any officer not fulfilling his/her duties as outlined in Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution or to the satisfaction of the members of the organization, may be removed from office. A 2/3 majority vote of the total present voting membership shall be required for removal of any officer.
Section 3 - Notice of charges: The motion to remove an officer from his/her position must be presented in writing to the total voting membership at least two weeks before the meeting at which the removal will be voted on.

Section 4 - Right to a fair hearing: The officer subject to removal shall have the right to present his/her case to the membership at the meeting in which the voting for removal is to take place.

Section 5 - Right to appeal: Appeals relating to the removal of officers shall be done through the international body of Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc. Appeals must be made within two weeks after the vote for removal has taken place.
Section 6 - Form of vote: All elections under this Article shall be done by secret ballot.

Article X - Removal of members

Section 1 - Grounds for removal: Any member not fulfilling his/her duties as outlined in this Constitution Article V, Section 5 or in the Bylaws of this organization to the satisfaction of the voting membership may be removed from membership. A 2/3 majority vote of the total present voting membership shall be required for removal of any member.
Section 2 - Notice of charges: The motion to remove a member from his/her position must be presented in writing to the total voting membership at least two weeks before the meeting at which the removal will be voted on.

Section 3 - Right to a fair hearing: The member subject to removal shall have the right to present his/her case to the membership at the meeting in which the voting for removal is to take place.

Section 4 - Right to appeal: Appeals relating to the removal of members shall be done through the international body of Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc. Appeals must be made within two weeks after the vote for removal has taken place.

Section 5 - Form of vote: All elections under this Article shall be done by secret ballot.

Article XI – Advisor/Chapter Advocate
Section 1 - Selection: This organization shall annually designate an advisor or advisors; advisor shall have no voting privileges.

Section 2 - Duties: The advisors’ sole responsibilities will be act as consultant to the officers in matters of the universities and NPHC organization's procedures and policies.
